
Suicide Pill (L-PILL) 

During WW2, British and American secret services developed the "L-pill" 

(lethal pill) which was given to agents going behind enemy lines. It was an oval 

capsule, approximately the size of a pea consisting of a thin-walled glass 

ampoule covered in brown rubber (to protect against accidental breakage) 

and filled with a concentrated solution of potassium cyanide. It could be 

carried in the mouth, shaped as a false tooth; if it was accidentally swallowed 

it would pass harmlessly through the body. To use, the agent would bite down 

on the pill, crushing the ampoule to release the fast-acting poison.  

Brain death occurs within minutes and the heartbeat stops shortly after. 

 

 


